May 03, 1862 | #14 - Score 9 | Words: 2624  
	Philadelphia Press

	

	Saturday, May 03, 1862

	Page: 1

	Section: Front page




[bookmark: articlePicture][image: Ar0010100]  
[bookmark: primImg][bookmark: articlePicture1][bookmark: primImg1][bookmark: articlePicture2][image: Ar0010101]  [image: Ar0010102] 
[image: Ar0010102]

[bookmark: articlePicture7][image: Ar0010103] 

[bookmark: articlePicture6][image: Ar0010104] 


[bookmark: articlePicture5][image: Ar0010105] 
[image: Ar0010106]
[bookmark: articlePicture3][bookmark: articlePicture4][image: ]  

[bookmark: articlePicture8][image: Ar0010300]
[bookmark: primImg2][bookmark: articlePicture9][image: Ar0010301]
[bookmark: primImg3][bookmark: articlePicture10][image: Ar0010302]
[bookmark: primImg4][bookmark: articlePicture11][image: Ar0010303]
[bookmark: primImg5][bookmark: articlePicture12][image: Ar0010304]
[bookmark: primImg6][bookmark: articlePicture13][image: Ar0010305]

image7.png
1n the first place, then, many minds aro groally
¢ exeralsed"” about the ‘gurpriso.” Thora was o
surpriso. Both parties had been long osoupied in
magsing troops nesr this point, the rebols by rail-
rond, nt Corlnth, and we by wator, nt Pittsburg,
Thoy got the Inrgost forco horo first, and that ds all
aboutit. Our Ganks aro and were proteoted by im-
passablo crecks. Tho ordors wero oxplicit not to
bring on a battlo untilour reinforcementa had come
up. Therofore, though we knew on Friday that
tho enemy was near us in force, our pioketa wore
not thrown far cut, a3 that would tend to provoke
a battle, for which o were not ready. Now our
front line was attacked. It was dofonded obsli-
nntely for soveral hours, until tho whole forao of
the enomy was dirested against our loft wing, with
the objeot of foroing their way to the londing, A
balf or quarter of & milo jn front of tho land-
ing & stand was mide, which was succoss-
ral, aad the position combined two ad-
vaotages, for It gavo n oloar swoep for tho
artillory for a long distance, and contgacted our
lines. Our line at first waa four miles long. OF
course, 40,000 men wero not going to defend such a
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line against 20,000. We must have fallen back
anyhow. Our Inst stand was successfal, and our
position wonid have beon secure for several days
without reinforcements. This wholo state of things
waa antioipated long boforo tho battle, ud some of
tho more timid of the division commanders pro-
posed to fortify; but this was resolutely opposed
by Generals Grant and Shorman, beoanse of the
bad moral effect it would have on the men and on
the country; and thon the experience of tho world
shows that when raw voluntoer troops throw up ou-
trenobments and the entrenchments are taken the
spirit of the army is gene, and the whole are taken
pritoners. Again, the resalt shows that the robels
were wrong in attacking us as thoy did. Our
flanks being cecure, they could only drive us to
by ; and it is tho opinion of many that, even if ro-
{pforcements kind not come, wo should, by attack-
ing them tho next morning, have boen suro of vio-
tory. So much for the surprlse. It is all bosh.

Then & fow other papers devoto thomsolvos to
abusing General Bherman, beoause of his unfortu-
nate remark, somoe months ago, that it would tako
200,000 men to conquor Kentuoky. They acouse
him of everything thoy oan think of. It s sufi-
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olont to say ihat Gen. Sherman is highly estesmod
in the highest quarters horo, 05 8 thorough soldior
and a gallant man, and that his services heve besn
fully and warmly ackuosledgod, both by Genoray
Hulleok and Genoral Grant. ~But some newspaper
men got nubbed by him, and must vont their petty
spleon n print, or hoodlersly allow themsolvos to
bo used ns tho medium of tho privste malioo of
others. I don't suppose (Fenoral Sherman caros a
straw, but some of hisfriends are raving and tearing
about it in the most insane manndt,

Goneral @rant, too, has his share of this annoy-
ing and unonviablo notoristy. Tho long telegraphic
despatoh sent to tho Herald immediately after the
battle is probably supposed, by the nowspapors, to
have boen copnived at by General Grant, though
any mén of senge could have soen that it was full
of wicked and absurd lies, which no military man
would bave allowed to go out. The enormous ox-
aggoration of our loas, and the ridiculous canard
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about ending the body guatd to the front of five
regiments, and charging along tho whole line, were
oo much oven for the Herald, and I undorstand
the sprightly youth who invented that despatch has
been zecallod. But Genoral Grant hed nothing to
do with it. Tho reporterslippod of to Fort lonry,
the terminus, at that tiwe, of the tslograph, and
sent off the despatoh in somo surreptitious mannor,
known only to the tribe of Jamos Gordon Bennett,
Whon it appearcd in the newspapers, General
Grant and his whols staff were as much surprised
A8 any one. Then another peper says Generl
Grant was not on the field until 11 o'clock, *after
all theeo diasters had happonod.” This is uttorly
false, 83 hundreds of gontlomen onn testify. o
was bere oon after oight, having started from Ba-
venpah, whither hie had gono to maet Genoral Buell,
86 s0on ns ho henrd the firiog. 'The report is exten-
sively oiroulatod, alo, that General Grant was in-
toxicated on the day of the battlo, and if it is not
in print it soon will bo. o baselers and malignans
& slandor ought to bo met before it gains too muoh
credenco. It fs utierly without foundation. I am
enubled to state, on tho authority of his friends
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and neighbors, and partioularly of one gentloman,
whose charaoter is a’guarantoo to & largs oiralo of
equeintances, both in civil and military life, of
truth and honor—who has énjoyed the most inti-
mato intercourso with Qenorul Grant for the past
three monthe, having accompanied him in all his
batdles, journoys, and reoonnoissances, and boing por-
footly competent to make the statoment of his own
knowledge—that General Grant is, and alwaya has
been, & striotly temperate man, and nover has boen
known to drink half & dozon glasscs of intoxicating
liquor &inge the war commenced. I know that his
appearanco is that of o tomporato and healthy
men, and L nlso know that ho s highly appreciated
by General Halleck, both for his privato charactor
and hig abilitics s a soldier. Cen it bo believed
that General Helleck would, in a departmont whoro
ho is almost supromo, allow groat battles to bo
fought by & man who got drunk on any battlo-feld ?
This samo tlander was storted at Fort Donelson,
but it eoon died out. Thon 1t was invented by a
quarlern.aster, whom Grant had disgraced for peou-
lation. This time it arose, from & nowspaper cor-
respondent, who knew ho was lying.
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ANow, all theso things are ephemeral, and of no
practicsl importance, to bo sure, but it is cortainly
very painful and aonoging both to the men abused
and their familics, to havo such services as they
render in bloody battles, and a long harassing
onwpaign, requited by misropresontatiou and abuse.
General Sherman is an able and brilliant military
man, ambitious, I suppose, of course, but entirely
woriby of whatever honors ho may have obtained,
or rway bereafter obtain. Gen. Grant iss modest, ua-
aesuming man, who simply desires to dohis duty, and
who does what be iz told todo with an energy and s
promptness, whiok has not yet been paralleled in
tho army, and whoso only desiro is to seo tho war
through, and then go back to Galens and sell hard-




image13.png
ware and leathor. o has been suocessful, and
“ that’s what's the matter.” Tt is astonishing how
difficult It is topleaso evorybady.  When MoClollan
did not move, and was going to conquer tho cnemy
withont & groat battlo, all the papors shonted for
blood. Now, when wo strained overy nerve, and
performed prodigies of transportation and foreed
marches, to concontrato an army where we could
give our enemy battlo, were attacked by an ovor-
powering foree bofora Wo wero quite ready, fell
back aud contracted our linos, and thon gotup
in the morning and whipped the eaemy, two to our
one, thoroughly, soundly, so that he confesses that
ho cannot hold his position without additional re-

inforeements, thoy ory out about wasto of life and
all thut.
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“Lhe long and short of itis, that certain nowspa-
pors bavo an idon that wo wero dofented on Mon-
dsy, and that a great disnster hapensd to our
arms, and they aro consclontiously endeavoring to
fnd out whois toblamo. This is not tho correot
ides, and itisa groat pity it has gono out. Tho
Southern people, both on this and tho othor side of
the water, will tako groat comfort from the exaggo-
rated accounts of our disasters which Northorn
papers are sending abroad.  Wo ought to lot them
toll that part, acd not rival them in misreprosent-
ing it. Itisdeubtfulif wo ever-again got suoh an
clegant erack al them. Porbaps results may prove
that this s tho Watorloo of tho war. At any rate,
our generals aro porfeotly aatislied for the presont.

Casco.
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DEFENCE OF OUR OFriCLER

THE SHILOIN BATTLE.
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Coanip Rumers—Their Buneful Effects—
The Jealousy between Olfficers of the
Army—Our Troops were not Surprised
on Sunday—A Defence of General Sher-
man—TIlow the New York Ileratd Cor-
xespondent Sent his Account of “the
Battle—General Grant's Conduct on the
Field,

Gorresponilenco of Tho Pross.]

PirTsourg LanpiNg, TENNESSEE,
April 19, 1862,
For rumors, i all thei glory, go to & camp.

Nover, 1n my lifo, did I encounter a stato of society

0 Yite with rumors of all kinds ns a military camp,

There aro rensons enough for this, to bo suro. Sol-

liers, whoso livos are constantly imporilied, who may

t sny moment bo called into a deadly confliot,

iving, a8 they ure, in tho constant presenco of a

watohful, relentless foo, are kecnly susceptible to

rumors of an attack or an advance; and the fact
hat they are all nececsarily kept in profound igno.
ranos, 28 far a8 possible, of the actual stato of afairs,
pakes thor all the more eager for reports, and all
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e more 11ablo 10 believe in them. Prisoners and
desorters who nre takon aro always furnishod with
n abundance of the wildest storios, and though
boir accounts are notoriously unreliable, they aro
spught up and magnified, and betioved, until somo-
thing olse comes alog to efface tho old fuiprossion,
aed furnish o new basia for description nad disap-
pointment. Thus, in the fa00 of & f0, our bravo
men aro in o continual state of anxioty nnd alarm,
which i much moro harassing than an nctual bat-
tlo; and whep, after all. a greatbattiodoes como, and
tu or threo days of the wear and tear of fighting
s ruperaddod, What wonder that ono-third of those
wbo have esoaped wounds and death aro sick in
the hospital, or unfit for duty? Thoso who hoar of
groat batiles, and admire from afar the heroism of
our troops in tho field, do not know ono-half the
slory. Tho misorablo, debilitating diarrbun, tho
torriblo ordenl of the ohills and fover, which most
of our coldiors experionco, more or less, are eaough
to prestrato tho enorgies of noy mun, and it is in
tho faco of difficulties of this nature, moro porplex-
ing and persistent than our wily foo, that the bat-
tles of Donoleon and Pittsburg wore fouzht.
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Lut the prononess of military mon to scoept and
rely onrumors and oamp gossip is ovon more oon-
spicuous in matters which relato to their porsonal
reputation, or thut of their friends. The military
aro poted for sensitivences, which, indeod, ia 8 na-
tural result of their logitimate ambition, and of
the thousard chances by which so delicato a thing
as'a wilitary reputation may bo madeor lost. This
trait ruos {rom the highost commissionod officors
down to the lowest noa-commissioned officors.
There is not & promotion from corporal to brigadior
general that does not dissutisfy somobody. The
fortunate, or,88 you please, unfortunalo recipient
of tho honors is immediately assailed with all man-
ner of abuso and slandor.  Hisloss sucoessful rivals
seem toiake 8 porsonal spite against him, and
though the good-fellowehip and the csprit de corps
of willtary men i3 notorious, it is by no means so
harmonious and unalloyed aswe aro apt to boliove.
Tho eplendid efliciency of the arwies of both the
Nupoleons to which oura boarsa groat ressmblanao,
was often seriously ondangered by tho quarrels of
tho marshals of tho empire; and thoir joalousy of
cach other is well known to bo ono of the most por-
plexivg of tha many incengruous elements which
the presont astute Emporor has to deal with.
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AIn 2 despolic country liko Krance, such things
do but little harm, and havo but little practical
effect ; but in aur country, whero wo havo a pros,
the freest of tho froo, ono of its most unfortunnto
rosults i the publicity it gives to thoso wild and
bascless rumors. Inoxperiencod nowspapor ro-
porters or penny-a-liners, anxious to ll up their
theels, seize with avidity upon overything likely
to provo eensational, whether it bo true or false,
eod tend it off post hinsto to bo printed. They
swarm nround tho quartors of colonela nd bri-
gadier generale, hear all tho camp gossip of their
friends and retuiners; even piok up tho epinions
and nolions of mubordinates, who necossarily know
vothing of tho stato of afsirs provious to tho bat-
tlo, and could have seen but little of the ctual
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confliof, and awallow them entire, as though they
wero law and gospel. The result is that the news-
papors are filled with the most ridiculous acoounts
of this battlo of Pittsburg, and as they oomo baok
to ua affect the zoldiers with every varioty of emo-
tiong, from laughter to profanity. I nover quite
understood, bofore I camo with the army, how it
could be that the moro I used to read of & battle
the Jezs I understood [t ; but now I s00 vory clear-
ly. Added to this, in regard to the battlo of Pitts-
burg, sundry newspspers scem to havo had
private griofs to avengo. A this is tho groateat
battle yot fought in the war, and ss & great deal of
misapprehension scoms to exist in regard to it, per-
haps it will not bo out of the way fur me to stato
tho faots about gome of the loading points.




