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Dajor Davis and Gen. Prentiss.
CxicAco, Juno 14, 1862,
Editors Chicago Tribune:

1 nave read the exparte statement of Major
Stone, and others, of Gen. Prentiss’ staff, con-
cerning the battle of Shiloh, which appears in
your Washington correspondence of to-day’s
Issme. If the statements were your corres-
pondents, I presume you would not let me say
& word about it, but s it is distinetly based
on the authority of Major Stone, I hope you
WiLHUUW % I6W WOrds of correction.

Msjor Stone eays *‘so far from Gen. Pren-
tiss being surprised, he was the only one who
Was not surprised.” Among all fair men who
bave taken any puins to examine the sabject,
this question of surprise has long ago been
settled. It is well understood that aff onr
pickets were out a mile snd a quarter. As to
Gen. Prentiss, no one knew for certain, and
only his statcruent was wanting to settle the
fact that our whole line was that morning
clfectually securcd against surprise. I am
glad to have the confirination of what every-
body knows must be a fact, but sorry to see
that Msjor Stone, or anybody else, is willing
to blame Gen. Sherman for a matfer about
whick he ily could know nothing—the
posting of his pickets. I should think that all
thoee generals had suffered enough from the
repetition of that ineffably silly story to pre-
vent them from flinging it at eachother, The
posting of pickets is such an invariable mat-
ter of routine that it seems incredible that any
one of ordinary senscishould acense a military
man of not doing it, unless he had the highest
and most positive evidence to sustain the ac-
cusatlon.

The next remarksble statement is the grand
stroke for which that about the pickets was
the foundation—that  Hardee's corps was
moved to within 300 yards of Sherman’s camp,
and there bivouacked Saturday Right, and
1ibat rebel officers said they could distinetly
hear couversation in S8herman’s comp, Ifthey
did say 80 they Med—tbat's all abont that.
Go out some stormy night and stand on the
corper of Btate and Lake streets and hold a
conversation, won't yom, and sec how it
works! Gen, Sherman's pickets were ont—if
the rebels heard any talking it was those pick-
ets, Every regiment of Gen. Sherman’s, as
well a5 of every other division, was formed in
front ot its camp inline of battle before it was
attacked, and notwithstanding some of them
bebaved disgracefully, others fought well, and
held their ground “until long after noom.
Many eay that it was this very fighting that
saved the day, but that is a_mere matter of
opinion. ¥ow does Major Stone know that
some of Sherman's men were bayoneted in
their tents 2’ Did he see them? Thst fool-
ishliestarted on the sole suthority of the brag-

adocia of rebel prisoners, and now we find
§Injor Stone as_casily humbagged 23 were
our common soldicrs.

Again. How does Major Stone know that
General Grant didn’t know that Johnston’s
army was advancing ? Does he reason that be-
cauze hie did not telt Gen. Prentiss he did not
Loow it? Non Seguifor. Good generals are
not in the babitof telling all they know.
General Grant did know it, s0 did Genersl
Sherman, so did General Halleck, who, never-
theless, ordered Grant repeatedly dariog
every day, to do nothing that would bring on
an engugement. He could not believe that
the enemy could be 50 insane as to attack us
In the position which we held-flanked by
two impsseavle creeks, which ran conver-
gently to the river, The result shows the
saga&y of the conclusion. The enemy did

.attack, and were most soundly beaten,

Loy .

never in the world could have whipped us
from that_fleld. But it is }Jrobable hat onr
Generals did not know the full amount of the
rebel force. IX€ they had, perhaps, they
might have fallen back vithont being af-
taf«ied—_—though I pretend to know nothing of
sugh matters,

Nobody p!
vision did not 8ght well. I nevereven heard

say that he was t00 far {0 the front and thus
precipitated the engagement, though that is
certainlythe ganeral impression. Batevery one
acknowjedges, nn{, insisists, that both heand
his men covered themselves with glory, AsX
have always understood it, his whole visjon
was eut entirely off early in the forenoon.
They then cut their Wway to the rear through
the enemy and rallied and formed again, when
they fought until they were partially
surronnded and cuf off. 8uch conduct iz al
most unprecedented and ought to be glory
enough, ~ Major Stone says that Gen. Prentiss
received mo orders while on the fleld,
) might  have received  thum
i he had wanted to, for he was in communi-
cation with Gen. Grant. Col. Webster told
me bimgelf that he saw Gen, Prentiss at sbout
two o'clock in the alternoon, and ssked him
if be comld hold the position, and Prentiss
told him he thought he could. When he was
captured, it seems from the flnal returns that
ouly ahout 500 merweretuken with him; so
he;was pot so badly outflanked after all
. Mr. Editor, I went to Pittsbmg Landing
st after the battle as correspondent of an
astern newspaper. I ‘Was slmost entirely
unacquainted in'thearmy; I ad o constitd.
ency to tickle, no State’s runaway troops to
find a ecape goat for, no potitico-military
Iricnds to write up, and no aspirations for a
staff appointment, Consequently I looked
rough my own eyes, -and found myself dif-
fring very materially from the correspondents
who tent out those first reports, and who
looked through other people’s spectacles, I

feel convinced that ‘every Geperal on that
field has been wicke

dly, wilfully and malicions-
ly slandered, and that General Grant and Gen-
cral Sherman have had more than their share
of abnee. I fecl convinced, too, that they
were by far the most _able men on that field;
that {brough their admirable generalship, an
attack of double our force wus successfully re-
gisted, and that in all they aid they scarcely
made a mistake or did anything which they
now wish bad been done difierently. I further
believe that it will be just about one genera-
tion before justice will be done efther of them,
and that, for serving their country ss bril.
liantly and cfficiently as few other men yet
bave in this hour of irial, they will enjoy the
sweet reward of universal popular execration
while they live, and—posthumous ?ng.rs‘.v
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