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this fight ‘We loat eight men. 1Lney atarted again Mon-
doy morning 8t daylight, and came {o the Tusoumbia
cresk whero the bridge had beon destroyed. . The bridge
woa rebuilt in fitesn minutes. The stringers wero lying
in the water burning, and a regiment wore ordored-to
tack arms and g0 back & ‘quarter of & mile'sud bring
up, each man, & railfcom a fence. Theso made a vary
good roadway for the artillery, and the purault ‘con-
tinuod. - Between this aud the Hatohle were evidsnces
of & complete rout. . Wagons, tonts, boggage, knapsacks,
qups, six calssons aud  battery wagon, three boxes of
new Enfleld rifles, aud  oonsiderabloqusatity of ammu-
pition, wero found sirewn along the road. - No canaon
woro found. On they _wont, twelve miles, to Orumb's
Mill, where they found the mill enveloped in flames, and
the fire had to bo extinguished before the bridge could
be rebuilt. This oausod a delay of 8bout four hours, and
the cotumn  Teached. Jomssboro® at eleven o'clock ot
night.
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‘Bivoudc during the night, and up again at daylight in
the morning. They overtook the enemy two miles north
of Ruckersville, which is forty-one miles from Coriath.
Here wo formed in line of battle, and brought up the
artillery, but no fighting took place, beyond a few shells
from our guos, the first of which bursi in the
midst of their cavalry, killed two men, snd set the whole
brood fiying. The men had now been macchitg two
doys and & half withont much to eat, and a halt was
made at Buckersville ; 8bout twenty beef cattle drivon
in, and the men had & good, substantial meal. At haif
past three tho column sgain started, and, at about two
miles from Bipley, sgaln came upon the Tesr gusrd of
the enemy, and from there into the town, Which the ca.
valry catered ot twelve o’clock at night. Thero was
ekirmishing all the time. The next morning the cavalry
wero sent seventeon miles] beyond Ripley, aad tho fnfan-
try five; to 8 broken bridge, but no enemy was in sight.
In the mesntime the_remeinder of Bossorans’ army had
come up, aud MoPherson’s brigade came back, ataid st
Bipley three days, and marched quietly back to Corlath,
without seeing an armed rebel.
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‘There ia no (uestion tha this defoat is one of tha clean~
est thinga o tho war, McPherson took about 300 prison~
ers, all of- Whom wero glad (o bo taken, being hosctily
tired of tho war. By the way, tevoral hundred paroled
prisoners wero sent South from Bollvar sesterdey, sud
great many of them were very relactant to'go. " Tho fn-
dications are varlous snd uumistakable fhat the rebely
of this part of the country aro roady for pesce on any
tettas, only let it come soon. T havo collectsd 3 good deal
of information on thia point, and ahall 800n Writa you the
subatanch of it.

‘Gezersl MoPherson, who 18 now major goneral, ta
Burlbavs old division 8¢ Bolivar, and Harloat takes
command of this sub-dopartment. MoPhorson is ono
of the best officera in tho wmy. Helss been doing the
Chief part of the ongincer duty under Graat snd Hallock
éver since the war commenced, and hss been' consplouona
for his tact and-sesiduity. Now that ho has command of
a division, we shall expoot to hear something from him.

T S 0A390.
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[Uorrespondence of The Prese.]
Jackson; Tenn., October 14,1802,

There is 0 news from below of immediats importance.
It 1s said that Joo Johuson is st eome pofat on the rifl-
rrod, eoutb from Grand. Juaotion.: 1t 15 oven. said that
he bas 40 000 cien alreay, thovigh thisis unqusstionably &
grosa exoggeration. If Bragg gets awsy from Basll, a1
ho probably will, thero is some reasoa tofear that be will
brivg his wholo force around into Mississipp, and attwck
us st Bolivar. Tn that cazo we should bo obliged o have
relnforcements before s7e oould do auything with i

1 learned yesterday, from  citizen of Bolivar, In whos
judgment T have overy confidence, a8 well as in his
sources of fnformotion. thet Prico had at least 20,000
men orposed to Ord ard. Hurlbat in the fight of the
Hatchie. Our force wss but 5 300 at the outaide, msking
Lo allowance for stragslors, baggage- guards, and detaila
for. veriovs kinds of seivics. - Tne morniog ropirts of
fhe two brigades, which went Iato action, foot up 6,300.
It is certainly the most brilliant victory on_record in
this war.
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‘The fortifications At Memphis are compleled, and that
clty may now be_conaldered improgusbe. No ordinary
force could touch it; and no very large forcs coald bo
gathered in the neighborbood wishont one knowing it in
time to collect reinforcoments. It is not at all ikely that
Mempbis will éver be attacked. Its passession would be
of 1o value fo the rebels. 11 thoy ehyuld take it. they
would gét o stores of any_importancs. They oouid
never bold it, because tho fortifications would bo of no
nse to them, being all on the immodiate bavk of the river,
and osally shelled by our gunboats, which wou'd also pro-
teot our Government stores. But Memphia will boof gret
aliis to us 83 & base of operations. It s as near tho
Sontbern onfedersoy 88 Corinth 1, 8ud the enormons
exponse and danger attending the runzing of thia liae of
railioad, emounting fn all o 145 miles, would be avolded.
Lot this country take caro of itself T tho peopls havo
‘mird to ent each otker up, lot thom go it. W oan
never occupy the wholo 8 uthern torritory - with troops
we must beat tholr ormles Where they- are concentrated
starve them by o rigorous blocksdo; occupy fmportant
bases of operation, and then let ther’ come to torms, as
they Unuestionab'y witl. This road, from Columbuy to
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Corinth, has sexved iis purpose. 1he cotton is nearly
out of the country. Thres important battles have
been fcught, in Which the enemy has bsen do.
cldedly beaten, ead bis srmy dispsresd aud driven
south of ‘cur lines ewey down into Dixie. W
must pow. relnforce snd pursus him, flad *him, beat
bim agsin, and 80 on vintil he bhas beon driven fato the
Guif of Mexico.  If, for this purpsse, azy-polat or any
line of roilroad s important tous, wo must hold it, other-
wiso abandon it. It is hardly . advisablo that, for the
protection of the very fow loyal people wo find horo, a
largs army sbould be soattered ovor one huadrod and
forty-ve miles of rairoad “subjcot to constant surpeise,
attack, and defest. ~Buppose, for instanoe, tao adaadon.
ment of the territory should result in the persecation and
robbory of five hundrd Uslon'men, it wonld cost five
hundred Usion soldiers to keop the terrliory, whos lives
might just as well be éxzended In conquering open robela
os in protecting doubiful loyalists. The sooner wo get
this war on to & militery basis the better wo shall b
sitisied when the aystom comes to be tried and compared
with the socio-politico-military theory on Which our afs
fairs Bave beon conduoted during the last yoar and
half,
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“The fiying brigade, under teneral ZloThergon, which
ptasted Yoo Dorn's ooy from Coriuth, he
urned. Itwill be remembsred tbat tho final ropulas of
(to rebels from Corlnth was mado at noon. ~ MoPher-
.ou's brigads arrized at night, and was sedt on tho next
morning. Why Boseorana did 1ot pash right on that
afternoon T cannot conoslve, - £t 18 certain that ht had
the most positve orders to do 5. , Had. ho obeged them,
nearly tho wholo rebel army would have been caught
between bis army 6ud that of Ord and Hurlbut advan-
cing obliguely on thelr flsuk. The resalt would have
been tho utier aunibilation of the rebstarmy. ~Asfar,
bowever, 85 e are ablo 0 judge, thst desirable cbjoct
bos been pretty fally attalned now. I havo just had s
inter viow with General MoPherzon, who condacted tho
advence guard of tho pursait, and from him 1 learn the
f llowing fucts concerning the march and the retars.:
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. Heleft Uorinih at daylight, Sunday morning, With a
force of abotit 2,300 me; incinding thres,tegtitonts ofin-
fentry, 8 Fquadron of cavaley, and n battery, and came
up with the enemy. just beyond Obuva'ls. From ‘there,
for fivo milcs, hs puihed -them rapidly, skirmishing all
the way until they reached s high ridge oalled Big Hill,
whero they mado uito a stand, the infantey on both sides
firing volleys. Our mon had thrown away thelr kaap-
cks and blonkots; and stripped for the fight, expeoting
(o have a good brush; and Wero caser tomest the enen.y
and clean him out befors tho balsnce of the force, who
wero three hours belind, could come tp. So they
charged up tho bill in the most gallant style, but when
they reachéd tho top the rebels skedsdaled in moat fa-
slorious style. By this time night closed 1o, and the
men slept on their Genoral McPherson deokeros
that if ho had had a little more daylight, ho conld have
forced them info & batile and *¢ cleaned them out” Ia





